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TREE MAINTENANCE IN ROSSMOOR
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TREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

WARANER BROS TREE CARE
• Responsible for tree care in all Mutuals and Trust
• Focused mostly on tree pruning and small removals
• Dedicated arborist on site at Rossmoor M-F

HAMILTON TREE SERVICE
• Responsible for tree care in all Mutuals and Trust
• Focused mostly on large tree removals
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TREE INSPECTION 

TREE WALKS
• Every Entry in Rossmoor is walked once a year for tree 

maintenance issues
• An arborist from on of our approved contractors, an MOD 

Landscape representative, and sometimes Landscape 
Representative or Director is present

• The health of each tree is observed, and the arborist gives 
recommendations on how each tree should be cared for based off 
physical appearance

• Possible solutions for tree care are pruning, watering, fertilization, 
fungicide application, growth regulators, etc.

• In certain cases, trees that are in obvious decline are pointed out 
by the arborist and removal is recommended
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PRUNING

TOP PRIORITY
Safety
• Weight reduction to help prevent limb failures
• Removal of limbs that show signs of potential failure
• Broken limb removal
Building Clearance
• 3 ft from buildings and structures
• 8 ft of roofs
Road Clearance
• 14 ft over roadways
• 8 ft over sidewalks
Fire Danger
• Limbing up low hanging limbs to create at least 6 ft of clearance
• Minimal vertical clearance of 3x shrubs height below tree
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PRUNING

SECONDARY PRIORITY
Health
• Pruning off deadwood
• Pruning to promote good structure for young trees
Aesthetics 
• Pruning to promote blooming
• Pruning branches going straight downwards or towards the trunk

If budget permits, Secondary pruning techniques are recommended 
in some cases.
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REMOVAL PROCESS

For trees with trunks greater than 9” in diameter 4.5’ feet above the ground

1. During tree walk, arborist recommends removal of a specific tree
2. Landscape Manager takes note of location, species, and reasoning for removal
3. Landscape Manager applies for Tree Removal Permit via the application 

process from the City of Walnut Creek (Costs $85 for 4 trees maximum per 
permit)

4. Landscape Manager creates tree removal notice to be distributed to all 
residents located within 300 ft of tree

5. City sends out a contracted arborist to evaluate the tree to approve tree 
removal. If approved, a Mutual representative approves removal estimate 
provided by a Rossmoor approved tree maintenance contractor

6. If tree removal is denied, an appeal letter can be submitted by the Landscape 
Manager

7. City of Walnut Creek Public Works Director will approve or deny appeal
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REMOVAL PROCESS
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PROBLEM SPECIES

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE

• Native to the Rocky Mtn Region
• During the winter storms, Rossmoor had 

several Blue Spruce fall
• Root system is considered relatively 

shallow
• The majority of Blue Spruce removed in 

Rossmoor have a lot of trunk decay
• Often seen planted near concrete pathways 

in Rossmoor and cramped into areas that 
are too small for a tree of this size

• Considered a fire danger species
• Recommending removal in most cases
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PROBLEM SPECIES

MONTEREY PINE
• Native to Coastal Areas of California
• Attacked easily by bark beetles, especially 

during the past drought years
• Once trees are infected by beetles, decline 

happens quickly
• Trees are often susceptible to root rot
• Require constant pruning of limbs 

otherwise limb failures are likely
• Removal always recommended by arborists 

and the City of Walnut Creek
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PROBLEM SPECIES

EUCALYPTUS BLUE GUM
• Native to Australia
• Considered a fire danger species
• Invasive
• Trees are often susceptible to root rot
• Require constant pruning of limbs 

otherwise limb failures are likely
• Removal always recommended by arborists 

and the City of Walnut Creek

• Other varieties of Eucalyptus (over 700 in 
the whole world) are also often 
recommended for removal for similar 
reasons
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ROSSMOOR COMMON TREE SPECIES
Douglas Fir London Plane Oak Pine Maple

Liquidambar Redwood CA Buckeye Olive Blue Spruce
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OTHER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
FRUIT REDUCTION SPRAYING
• Some fruiting trees in Rossmoor are sprayed for fruit reduction with a product called 

Florel
• Examples of species are Plums, Olives, and Liquidambars
• Spray must be completed during flowering before fruit sets (Typically March)
• Costly and not always effective
FUNGICIDE SPRAYING
• Trees are susceptible to fungal attacks
• Sometimes arborists recommend fungicide applications to reduce the risk of this
• Oaks are often recommended for this practice
PEST CONTROL SPRAYING
• To reduce chemical applications in general, this is often not recommended in Rossmoor
• Most common application is for aphid treatment
• Only recommended if a tree has the issue for consecutive years
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OTHER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
TREE MAPPING SOFTWARE
• Other municipalities now use GIS powered tree mapping softwares
• Database would hold a complete Rossmoor tree inventory
• Landscape Dept. would update status of trees and last inspection to create an active 

log of tree maintenance activity
• TreePlotter is the leader in this space
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OTHER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
RESISTOGRAPH STUDIES
• For some valuable heritage trees, a 

resistograph study is recommended
• The study is done by using a resistance drill 

to measure decay
• Graphs are automatically produced at the 

time of testing
• Joe Mcneil, a Master Arborist, offers this 

service with a detailed report
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